[Childhood lead poisoning in Asturias].
We have determined the blood lead levels of 1,242 children, from newborn to 14 years old, and 79 young mothers in a period of 10 months in Asturias (Spain). All of them were selected at random among those who consulted one of the three main hospitals in Asturias, but none were diagnosed as lead poisoning. We have found a mean blood lead level of 22.11 micrograms/dl; 23.55% had high levels (= 25 micrograms/dl). Sex was not significantly associated with blood lead levels either in the whole sample or in different age groups. Blood lead level increases rapidly from birth (19.3 micrograms/dl) to the age of one year (23.3 gamma/dl), fluctuating around this level until the age of 7. Then it declines with age until adolescence (19.6 micrograms/dl). From October (25.5 micrograms/dl) to July (20.9 micrograms/dl) the decrease in lead blood level was statistically significant. No difference has been found between urban and rural population. The decree of urbanization has not been found significant. The mean blood lead level in the mothers was 20.5 micrograms/dl.